RECOLLECTIONS AND REFLECTIONS
on which he had to make a speech, he would always remember some interesting event of which it was the anniversary. He could enliven and drive home the point he wished to make by a happy quotation from some great statesman, orator or poet. The manner in which his speeches were delivered added greatly to their effect. He had a very agreeable voice and until near the end of his life it was easy to hear him. The dignity of his presence and manner were an important factor in the success of his speeches, and never more so than at the " Old Boys" dinner when, " Erect in his scarlet robes at the centre of the High Table, the three great ckcles of silver plate gleaming on the panelled wall behind him, he seemed worthily to represent before the world the majesty of the College ". The Master preached several times a term in the College Chapel. His sermons had the felicity in phrasing and wealth of illustration of his speeches. Added to this there was an earnestness and reverence which made them very impressive. They were very simple and practical and seemed to me just the right kind for an audience of undergraduates. He made die sermons in Chapel much more attractive than they were before he became Master. Then, sometimes, we had sermons from a preacher who was so determined to be impartial that, when preaching on some article of Christian belief, he would spend so much time over the arguments that might be advanced against it that he had very little time to give those in its favour. Another preacher was so oblivious of worldly affairs that, when Gilbert and Sullivan's opera H.M.S. Pinafore was at the height of its popularity, he began a sermon by saying with great solemnity, " Never or hardly ever". The undergraduates, to suppress their emotions, had hurriedly to bury their heads in their hands. The eloquence and 278